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LIFE and TRANSACTIONS 


O F 


FOHN PARRY, &c. 


OR an InTronvucT1ON to this Narrative 

nothing further need be ſaid, than that it 

makes its appearance in the world at the 

requeſt of many perſons of eminence in the 
moſt genteeleſt parts of the town. This daring 
and audacious, robber, during his ſhort - liv'd 
reign, had alarmed the public very much; and 
more ſo, becauſe he robbed in an uncommon man- 
ner on horſeback in the moſt public ſquares, and 
at a time when people of quality were returning 
home from paying their evening viſits ; ſo that had 
not a ſtop been put to his career, it would have 
been of the greateſt conſequence to the common 
ſafety. The firſt and laſt perſon (Parry only ex- 
cepted) that had the aſſurance to rob on horſeback 
in the public ſquares (at the court-end of the town) 
was John T--yl--r, whoſe firſt attempt ſucceeded, 
but the conſequence prov'd fatal; for that young 
ſpark offering Mrs. B--'s watch to ſale, he was 
ſtopp'd at Briſcoe's in Cheap/ide, try*d for the felony, 
and capitally convicted. As this is a digreſſion 
trom our preſent purpoſe, we ſhall ſtop here, and 


proceed to the account of our preſent hero, 
| B 2 7FZOHN 
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FOHN PARRY, or Perry, which you 
Pleaſe to call him, was 27 years of age the firſt day 
of February laſt, born of honeſt and creditable pa- 
rents at Ponty-Poole, Monmouthſhire, in the princi- 
ality of Wales, where his father now lives, and 
eeps a public-houſe ; but, according to the in- 
telligence we have received from thence, the poor 
old man is deeply afflicted for the melancholy ſitu- 
ation of his ſon. As the father was originally 
brought up in the ſervice of gentlemen, he never 
intended his ſon Jobs for any laborious buſineſs ; 
nor indeed was he willing to be put out apprentice, 
having too aſpiring a ſpirit to be bred a mechanic. 


Whew he was at a proper age he ſerved ſome 
gentlemen of note in the country, with credit and 
reputation, in the capacity of a menial ſervant, 
and came up to London with good recommencations. 
The firſt gentleman he ſerved in town was Sir 
Cbharles- Henbury Williams, knight of the Bath, his 
majeſty's miniſter to the court of Berlin, and ſince 
to the elector of Saxony; we do not hear that he 
behaved amiſs with Sir Charles; for after he had 
once quitted this honourable gentleman's ſervice, 
he was entertained a ſecond time in the capacity of 
a Valet: and being a genteel young ſpark of good 
addreſs, and a winning deportment, he had learnt 
the art of ingratiating himſelf into every ones good 
graces; and happy might it been for him had his 
actions correſponded with his ſeeming good beha- 
viour. 


Or ſuch a caſt of mind was Parry, that he was 
never at a loſs to diſguiſe his villanies, without in- 
curring the leaſt ſuſpicion or cenſure from his ſu- 
periors. None but his moſt intimate companions 
were acquainted with his nocturnal revelries and de- 
baucheries: Thoſe ſort of infamous gentry, who 
frequent 
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frequent the gaming-houſes in Covent-Gardey and 
its purlieus, the F7ves-courts, Sc. all knew the fa- 
mous Mr. Parry; and perhaps there was not a man 
of greater agility in Eng/and, nor one who under- 
ſtood the game of Fives better, or could play it fo 
well ; yet the frequent and expenſtve excurſions he 
made to theſe places of rendezvous, often drain'd 
him of his caſh, and put him on ſuch expedients 
to repleniſh himſelf as was ſure, one time or other, 
toend in his certain ruin : ſo that before he quitted 
(for the-Jaſt time) the ſervice of the before-menti- 
on'd gentleman, he had run himſelf pretty much 
a ground, and was ſometimes reduc'd to the mean 
ſhift of pledging his apparel ; for we all know 
there is nothing ſo much galls a looſing gameſter 
as to be unprovided with the neceſſary tunds to 
diſcharge his debts of Honour; which if neglected 
to be paid, however popular he may be otherwiſe, he 
is ſure to be branded with the eternal infamy of a 
ſcoundrel and a beggar. 


We need not mention how many young fellows 
the gaming-tables have brought to the gallows : 
the unwary are firſt drawn in by the knowing ones, 
as they are calPd ; and when youth of low fortunes 
are once entangled, there's no retreating ; for their 
reſolutions ſo to do, generally ſpeaking, are too 
weak, and the temptations they meet with very 
ſtrong ; ſo that they continue their wicked courſes 
until their ruin is fully compleated. 


IT is notorious to all the town, notwithſtanding 
the greateſt care and vigilance of the magiſtrates, 
that ſhoals of raſcaily Gamblers at preſent ſwarm in 
the politeſt parts of Londen and Weſtminſter, and I 
could heartily wiſh that a certain houſe, not a mile 
from Covent-Garden, lately open'd on a NEW PLAN, 
to draw-in the gay bloods and Femmies, and gull 


then: 
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them of their pence, may not at laſt be proftiiuted as 


receptable for the tricking part of ſecond-hand gen- 
try, who, like a ſwarm of locuſts, infeſt this great 


city and its ſuburbs; and who are become ſuch a 


peſt to their country, that they infect the very air 
where they breathe. But, to return to Parry : 


Wurd he quitted the ſervice of Sir Charles, he 
was recommended to James Brudenel, Eſq; a very 


worthy gentleman and member of parliamenr, 


where he behaved himſelf tolerably well; but yet 
could not refrain his favourite games, and a too 


frequent reſort to the bagnios, to divert himſelf 


with that unhappy part of the fair ſex, whoſe chief 
buſineſs is to pluck the feathers of their amorous 
cullies, and then ſend them off entirely ſtript of 


their gaudy plumes. This was too often the caſe 


of Parry, for no young fellow on earth was more 
addicted to this ſort of company than himſelf ; he 
was ador'd by the ladies of the town, and had it 
in his power, at any time, to furniſh a friend with 


a brace or two of theſe dainty damſels, clean and fit 


for any gentleman's uſe. And what is very extra- 
ordinary in theſe ſort of ladies, they have not de- 


ſerted him even in this his greateſt calamity ; for 


coacnes, trom the bagnios 1n the gay part of the 
town, are daily hurrying to Newgaze, fill'd with 


theſe decoy ducks, who go thither to pay their com- 
pliments of condolance to their favourite Fackey 


Parry, and are ſure to carry with them the greateſt 
dainties that money can purchaſe. What a pre- 


Poſterous infatuation is this! that a man, in his 
circumſtances, ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be peſter'd 


with theſe vernin, who, like a cracodile, weep 
dif-mbling tears over the Head after they have de- 
vour'd the body. . 


AFTER 
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ArTenr Parry had quitted Mr. Brutenet's fervice; * 
finding his circumſtances in a very indifferent ſitu- 
ation, and likelier to be worſe than to amend, he 


very prudently, and at the requeſt of his hong 
friends (tho? few ſuch he had) to hire himſelf to the 

brave and gallant Capt. Jaſper, commander of 
his Majeſty's ſhip the Eagle of 60 guns; and with 
this gentleman he continued upwards of five years, 
having been a voyage up the Streighis, when the 
Eagle went out on a cruiſe, and afterwards became 


Tuts generous and well reſpected commander 
was ſo well pleaſed with the behaviour of his man 
Parry, that he not only made him his clerk, but 
promoted him to be the ſhip's ſteward, which were 
employments of good credit, and very profitable; 
his behaviour, which to do him juſtice, to the ſea- 
men, was ſuch as gain'd him the eſteem of the whole 
crew; and when he returned to England, he brought 
home a pretty conſiderable ſum of Money, notwith- 
ſtanding when he had an opportunity of being on 
ſhore, he appeared very gay, 1 the 
public aſſemblies; but as to a particular detail of 
his behaviour there, we can give no account, only 
that he is charged with living a very looſe and a- 
bandon'd life among the Women, many of whom 
ſeem'd charm'd with his deportment. 


- ArTzR he arrived in England, and ſettled his af- 
fairs, he had intereſt enough to get himſelf recom- 
mended to the moſt Noble the Marchioneſs Dowa- 
ger of Rockingham, with whom he lived about three 
Years in the genteel and profitable employment of 
her Ladyſhip's ſteward. All the caſh for the houſe- 
hold expences of that noble Family went thro? his 
hands, fo that he now «had a fair opportunity of 
making a fine. market; and I do aſſure my * 

| at 
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that he was not idle; for all (with Jack) was $/þ 
that came to net; not one tradeſman, with whom 
his Lady dealt, eſcaping from his clutches. 


- In. this ſervice he appear'd more gay and ſhining: 
then he had ever done before, and ſoon found out 
the blind fide of his Lady's tradeſmen, as will appear 
by the ſequel; he was now conſider'd as a very 
principal man; and had the affurance to puſh him 
ſelf into the company of theſe great men who fre- 
quent White's, the St. James's, Cocea-tree, Smyrna, 
&c. and many of them took too much notice of 
him on the ſcore of his being a great tennis and fives 
Low on and he was beſide what the town call a blood, 
and a very pretty fellow. I knew one juſt of the 
ſame claſs with Parry, a mighty man at the tennis- 
court, who was ſome years ago try'd in Surry, for 
robbing a gentleman on the highway but by the aſ- 
ſrſtance of a certain Nobleman who appeared to his 
character, he was acquitted; fo that I ſhall reſt his 
affair here, becauſe it was only introduc'd to  ſhew 

tlemen what a dangerous and wicked ſet of young 
tellows haunt thoſe places of public reſort, and whole 
company and converſation ought atall times and in 
all places to be avoided, eſpecially by men of figure, 
as well as thoſe of an interior claſs, who have any 
regard for their reputation, 1 


As the inimitable Mr. Gay, in his Beggar's Opera, 
obſerves that Marybone and the Gaming-tables have 
undone Capt. Macheath, ſo the tennis-court, fives, 
and the gaming-tables, c. have entirely ruin'd 
Capt. Parry; and tho' he was not betray'd by one 
of his Ladies, yet he may juſtly impure the real cauſe 
of his deſtruction to their converſation. He had 
learnt ſo many artful and tricking ways at the ten- 
nis court, c. that we think it not very improper 
to treſpaſs a few minutes on qQur reader's patience to 

| give 
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ive a ſhort detail of the villainy of the tennis court, 
which is eldeſt ſiſter to the game of fives. 


Tris Came of Tennis depends purely n ſkill 
and activity, and is not to be acquired without con- 
fiderable experience and practice, on which account 
indeed it has had the advantage of moſt of the reſt, 
and abundance of ſharpers and cheats have been 
kept out of it, for want of money to pay the charge 
of the court, and other expences that are conſequent 
to it. But this, however harmleſs and innoffenſive 
it was in its original and deſign, has of late incur- 
red the ſame fate with moſt of the diverſions of that 
nature, and is ſtrangly degenerated from a noble and 
genteel exerciſe, into a perfect trade for Rooks and 
raſcally Sharpers, who perceiving it would neceſſari- 
ly be agood foundation for them to get a. baſe live- 
lihood by, have cunningly twiſted themſelves into 
the knowledge and perfection of it. As to the game 
itſelf, a perſon that has never ſcen it before can make 
but little on't, except it be any curioſity or diverſion 
to him to ſee three or four perſons furiouſly running 
after a few little balls, and labourouſly bandying and 
toſſing them about from one to another; if this were 
all; twere well enough, but when he hears the mar- 
ker calling Forty, love and a chaſe, and ſees them 
changing their fides, and hears the players wrang- 
ling and ſwearing about the taking of Biſts and 
Faults, and talking of Cuts and Twiſts, &c. he pre- 
ſently concludes there mutt be ſome wonderful ſe- 
cret in all this; and ſo is reſolved to ſatisfy himſelf 
a little further. If he gets into the Dan amongſt 
the ſharping gentry that come there to belt, and has 
the misfortune to aſł any queſtions, or declare his 
ignorance, they preſently give out the word, That 
here's a mouth: come : and then two or three of the 
tharpeſt of the gang come up with him preſently in 
order to give him ſome little inſight, and directions 
into 
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into the game, that they may prepare him againſt 
an opportunity to take him in; here they tell him, 
it's all even and odd, a perfect lottery, and that he 
may venture his money on either ſide, for tis all 

ual, and ſo indeed, in ſome ſets it is, for the no- 
blemen and gentlemen that are acquainted with the 
game, and play it upon theſquare, and more for the 
reputation of good gameſters, than for intereſt, 
commonly make their matches ſo very nicely, that 
the beſt Sharper and Fadge amongſt them can hardly 
(before the ſet's begun) tell which way to bet his 
money; here, perhaps, he wins half a piece or a 
guinea, which inclines him to believe that this muſt 
needs be a very fair game, that a ſtranger can get 
money at it at firſt ſight; and truly, as long as this 
match laſts, he's in no great danger; but then a- 
gainſt this is over, there's another ſet ready to ſtep 
into the court, that will be ſure to do his buſineſs, 
The managers and marker tells him it is all equal 
now too; that Tuch a one is a good Striłer-out but 
the other is a better Back-hand; that a third judges 
a ball finely, but that a-fourth plays for a Chace 
much better than he; ſo that upon the whole they 
conclude it a very good match, and that he will ſee 
theſe gentlemen make better play than the former; 


.here they will offer him his choice, or to throw 


croſs or pile, which fide he'll take; if he complies, 
and they have taken him in as far 4s the thing will 
conveniently bear at once, then the ſign is made 


to the players that they may manage their parts 


when the ſet is over, which is commonly play'd 
With as much ſeeming eagerneſs and fury, and with- 
al with the greateſt equality that can be; why then 
with ſome little ſham quarrels, and wranglings, a- 
bout adjuſting the odds, &@c. thay agree upon ano- 
ther game. Here they attack the ſtranger again; 
Come Sir, you had the misfortune to be on the wrong fide 
the laſt time, ibo it was à very hard match and no bo- 


dy 
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dy cou d tell who had the beſt of it, till the very advan- 
lage. game; take your choice, for we don't covet to car- 
ry off your money. And ſo they draw him on from 
one ſet to another, and from little bets to great ones 
(till they have Struct him, as they call it) and then 
ſeldom part with him *till they have ſent him away 
ſweet and clean, as theſe gentry are pleaſed to ex- 
preſs themſelves. 5 


THzRe are ſuch a ſet of ſcoundrels frequent the 
Tennis-Courts about town, that there is ſeldom a 
match play'd, (except by gentlemen of figure) but 
there is either a bribed Marker, or ſome gentleman 
that has firſt loſt his eſtate, and then his honour, 
and ſo is forced to comply with theſe ſharpers to get 
his bread; or ſome ſcoundrel that never had an eſ- 
tate or honour either, but had acquired the game 
by a diligent attendance at the Court, that is ap- 
pointed the judge in every caſe ; ſo that it is mo- 
rally impoſſible that a ſtranger ſhould ever get a 
ſhilling amongſt theſe Leeches, but is ſure to be im- 
poſed upon at laſt, and made the laughter and ri- 
dicule of a company of lazy, ſharping villains, all 
of them have ſo perfect an idea and notion of a ſet, 
and ſo many myſterious methods to turn and wind 
their bets, and to bring themſelves off when they 
have the worſt, that a perſon muſt have a natural 
ſharpneſs of temper and genius, back*d with a long 
practice and experience, before he can be a tolerab 
maſter of the faculty. This is as near as I 
can inform my reader the practices of theſe Tennis- 
Court ſharpers; and I believe every one, who is ac- 
quainted with them, will join with me that I have 
advanc'd nothing but what is ſtrictly true. | 


PARRY's favourite game was fives, which is a 
diverſion and exerciſe as well as Tennis, and was for- 


merly a game but for few Gentlemen, as that was; 
B 2 bur 


worſe, ſo is this too, and ſtrangely 
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but as men and things are generally grown worſe and 


egenerated from 
an innocent, inoffenſive diverſion to be a perfect 
trade, a kind of ſet calling and occupation for cheats 
and ſharpers. There are a great many of theſe Ten- 
nis-courts about town, but the place to which Parry 
reſorted for the moſt part is the bottom of little St. 
Martin's-ſtreet, The numbers of Roots and Betters 
that depend on this game alſo are almoſt miraculaus; 
how they live I know not, but that they do live — 


very well too, (if ſuch a way of life can be calle: 
well) get money, and ſpend high, is moſt certain. 


Parry's daily attendance at the Tennis- courts, and 
other places of amuſement, frequently ſo much 
drain'd him of the caſh that was appointed by his 
Lady to pay the tradeſmen, that he was obliged to 
practice the moſt artful ſhifts he could invent to de- 
ceive them; ſometimes pretended my Lady was in- 
diſpos'd, and at other times that ſhe was deeply en- 


gaged in company; and play off a thouſand ſuch 


idle ſtories and forg'd excuſes to colour his villainy; 
and this ſubterfuge ſerv'd him tolerably for ſome 
ſpace to colour his roguery ; for no one ſuſpected 
him of being the man he really was. So that he ran 
on from one vice to another, until his circumſtances 


+ obliged him to leave England, and take a final fare- 


wel of his ſervice and Country both at once ; but 
before he put his intended flight in execution, he 
took care to get near 800 J. in bank bills of Lady 
Rockingham'”s into his cuſtody, which money was 
deliver'd to him to diſcharge the arrears due to her 
Ladyſhip's tradeſmen ; but he was determined that 
they ſhould never handle a ſhilling of the money; 
but defrauded ſeveral of them a day or two before 


he abſconded of divers ſums under falſe tokens and 


pretences, and put the fame to his own uſe. 


A ſhort 


E137] 

A ſhort time before his departure, he applied tg 
one Mr. Scholler, a linendraper in New Bond. ſtreet, 
vho had been ſteward to my Lady, and told him he 
wanted a dozen of fine neckcloths ; the gentleman 
did not in the leaſt imagine he intended to defraud 
him, but very readily delivered the goods and gave 
him credit. Three da 7s before his flight he ent a 
gain to the op; and faid, Mr. Scholler, if yu 
change me a bank bill, 1 will pay you for my neckcloths. 
Mr. Scboller told him, it did not then ſuit him to 
change the note, and that he might pay him another 
time. Well, then, Sir, (ſays Parry) I defire you 
would lend me 5, guineas till to-morrow, for Pm obliged 
to diſcharge a ſmall bill of my Lady's this evening; and 
the credulous linnendraper made no heſitation of 
diſburſing the money he required; ſo that he has 
not only loft his ready caſh but his goods alſo; and 
indeed it is very happy that he did not looſe more, 
for he would have truſted this ſharping fellow a 
much greater ſum than he ever aſked of him. 


Tux Saturday before he left London, bie 
5 guineas of Mr. Thompſon, a butcher of St. James's 
market, telling him that the money was far the uſe 
of his Lady, and promiſed to Pay him on the Mon- 
day following. 


Taz ſame morning he put the like trick on Mr. 
Green, a Poulterer at the three pigeons in the ſame 
market; him he zouch'd for ten pieces, ſwearing that 
he would repay him preſently, or on Monday fol- 
lowing without fail. The honeſt poulterer, little 
imagining what a ſnake lay in the graſs, gave him 
the money; and from thence he departed, reſol- 
ving to make the belt of his market he took 
bis final eue | 
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H then apply'd to Mr. Maſters in Princeſi- 
Street, near St. Ann's, Sabo, and of this 33 
he borrowed 25 guineas, pretending that the mo- 


ney was for the uſe of my . a fraud not being 
in the leaſt ſuſpected, ſo he eaſily obtained the caſh, 

To carry on the cheat ſtill further, the ſame 
day that he defrauded the above · nam'd tradeſmen, 
he went to Mr. Vbarton, a Woollen draper in Da- 
vid Street, Berkeley-Square, and told him that my 
lady was at that time under a neceſſity of borrow- 
ing a little caſh, and that he brought her ladyſhip's 


note for 25 J. which he deſir'd might be immedi- 


ately diſcounted. This gentleman was under ſome 


ſmall conſternation, and could not eaſily reconcile 


her ladyſhip's ſending a note, which was a circum- 
ſtance very doubtful ; but the hand- writing being 
ſo exactly counterfeited, he did not apprehend there 
was forgery in the caſe; nor was he undeceived till 
it was Pitten known that Parry had abſconded 
with a large ſum of my lady Rockingham's, with 
which he had been intruſted to pay off him, as 
well as others of her ladyſhip's tradeſmen. 


_ Ow Saturday night, the 21ſt of July laſt, (after 
he had borrowed money of every perſon he poſ- 
fibly could take in) he ſtroll'd to Haddock's bagnio 
at Charing-croſs, where he lay that night with a fa- 
vourite nymP „ one Molly G----e, and tarried there 
great part of the next day in revels and debauch- 
ery, with that gut and ſome other town-ladies ; 
bur took particular care to keep his intentions of 
going off as an impenetrable ſecret. 


On Sunday night he went home to my lady's, to 
prevent -any ſuſpicion in the family ; he lay there 
that night, and roſe early in-the morning, under a 
pretence of going on bulineſs: but inſtead of fo 
; —"—_ doing 
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doing, he went and purchaſed a fine hanger, ahd 
after taking a parting glaſs with a female acquaint- 
ance or two, he hir'd a poſt-chaiſe, which carried 
him over Weſtminſter bridge in his way to Dartford 
in Kent; he being determined to reach Dover that 
night, and get away to France with the greateſt ex- 
pedion he could. He got to Dartford about nine 
in the morning, and alighted at the poſt-office, 
where he breakfaſted, gave the poſt-boy a ſhilling, 
and then ordered another chaiſe and freth horſes, 


Tuts ſtage carried him to Rocheſter, where he 
put up at the Crown, and after eating a broil'd 
chicken, and drinking a bottle of French wine, he 
purſued his journey to Canterbury, where he arriv'd 
about four in the afternoon ; and, after refreſhing 
himſelf at the WpÞite Lion, he got into a poſt-chaile, 
which in little more than two hours carried him to 
the King's Head at Dover. Here he immediately 
enquired for the commander of a veſſel that was 
bound for France; but was informed that none 
were expected to ſail the next tide, as it was ap- 
prehended there would not be a ſufficient flow of 
water to carry them over Dover bar. 


Tnis conjecture greatly alarmed Parry; for as 
he knew his flight from London would ſoon be 
diſcovered, he was under the greateſt terror and 
anxiety, well knowing that meſſengers would be 
diſpatched to all the ſea-ports to ſtop him from em- 
barking. However, luckily for him, a briſk 
wind ſprang up, and Capt. Colſey intending to fail 
for Calais, if he could get over the bar, all things 
ſucceeded, he embark'd between two and three in 
the morning, and, after a fine paſſage, landed at 
Calais key juſt as the town-clock ſtruck nine. He 
now found himſelf in a foreign country, and was 
in raptures to think he had ſucceeded ſo well. 
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© Dvuetito the paſſage, Parry (who continued th 
whole time on deck, looking out ſharp for fear 
another veſſel ſhould be ſent after him to ſtop him, 


and bring him back again to Dover; intending, if 


it had ſo happer'dy to have thrown himſelf over- 
board, with the bank bills and money he had about 
him) and the captain, who is a hearty honeſt tar, 
regaled themſelves with ſome wine and proviſions 
which they had on, board's and he treated the ſail- 
ors with three bottles of brandy made into flip; 
and was likewiſe ſo generous, at his landing, as to 
make them a preſent of half a guinea to drink his 
health: he paid the captain, according to agree 
ment, three guineas for his paſſage, there being no 
other paſſenger on board. Thus he ſpent laviſhly 
of what was not his own, and took on him the bor- 
rowed name of Squire Lewis, a member of parlia- 
ment; ſo that every time when the ſons of  Nep- 
tune drank to him, they complimented him with 
the title of pleaſe your honour, &c. 


THe captain conducted our mw: fangled ſquire 
to the ſign of the Silver Lion, one of the grandeft 
taverns in Calais, where moſt of the Engl; nobi- 
lity and gentry call when they make the tour of 
France; and at this houſe our *ſquire invited the 
captain to take a dinner with him; which being 
readily accepted of, a genteel one was order'd ; 
when they had din'd, they amuſed themſelves with 
2 walk about the town, not forgetting to call at 
the Two Engliſb Brewers, kept by one Tucker, an 
outlaw'd ſmuggler, who picks up a very good 
livelihood here by brewing malt liquor after the 
Enpliſþh manner. and would ſucceed better was the 
water fit for the purpoſe; bur thar liquid in Calais, 
and ſeveral miles round the neighbourhood, is the 
moſt intolerable of any part of France, ſcarcely fit 
for the meaneſt uſes. 
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Arrtezr two days ſtay in this town, to refreſh: 
himſelf after the fatigue of his journey and paſſage, 
and civilly taking leave of his captain, he hir'd a 
poſt- chaiſe and guide to carry him to the polite ci - 
ty of Paris, where, to his great joy, he arriv'd on 
Monday the zoth of July; and, being recommended 
by his Calais landlord, he alighted at a noted inn, 
known by the ſign of The Engliſh Parliament. He 
told his hoſt, who could ſpeak Exgliſß very well, 
that he ſhould take it as a great favour if would 
recommend him to a French ſervant, who muſt be 

oung, ſprightly, and honeſt, and underſtand 
Loth French and Engliſh: As there are enow of 
theſe fort of gentry to be met with in Paris, our 
fquire was ſoon accommodated with one to his 
mind; a Taylor was ſent for, and both maſter and 
man were to be equipt à la mode de Pari, Parry not 
intending to appear in the public places of that gay 
city, till he could do it with a ſuitable ſplendor. - 


Taz Taylor he employ'd to make him a French 
beau, was one Monſieur Murphey, a crafty and de- 
ſigning Hibernian, who had a good deal of know- 
ledge of men and things, and had liv'd too long 
in the world to be eaſily deceiv'd himſelf, tho' he 
had too often put tricks on others : this man did 
not half reliſh the *(quire, and ſeem'd to heſitate 
about giving credit. Parry, who himſelf was no 
novice, E. took the hint, and drawing out a 
filken purſe, well ſtock'd with gold and bank 
notes, preſented a bill of 100 J. to the Taylor, as 
a ſecurity for what appare] he might want during 
his ſtay m France. This condeſcenſion put a good- 
natur'd ſmile on the Hibernian's face, who fawning- 
ly told the 'ſquire that he was the worthieſt Eng 

ntleman he had ever met with in Paris: at the 
 Jame time begging he would do him the honour to 

ſup with him that evening at his houſe, where he 
C might 
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ight he ſure of finding a glaſs of neat Burgundy, 

a hearty welcome. This invitation was kind- 

ly accepted of, and our *ſquire, attended by his 

ervant, who walk*d before his chair, went accord- 

ing to the appointed hour, where he was received 

very politely, and introduc'd to Monſ. Murpbeyꝰs 

lady and daughter, and two or three more friends, 
who were invited to ſpend the evening. 
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Tur Triſh Taylors, with which Paris abounds, 
r the moſt arrogant and conceited coxcombs 
on earth, and are complete maſters of the art of 
chicane and flattery. The converſation of Ma- 
demoiſelle Murphey, and her flaunting daughter, 
(who was dreſs'd up to the beſt advantage on this 
occaſion) quite enamour'd our *{quire; and ſupper 
- being ended, cards were order'd, and the company 
agreed to play at Quadrille, a game that Parry un- 
derſtood better perhaps than any of them, tho' he 
diſguiſed his having any knowledge of the play, 
proteſting he never before had made a party at it. 
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 Muxeney's pretty daughter was Parry's part- 
ner, a girl of 18, a moſt finiſh'd coquet, fraught 
with all the airs that are generally ſtamp'd on a wo- 
man of that character. At play they ogl'd one 
another, and miſs acted her part ſo well, that our 
ſquire began to be amorous, and inſiſted on paying 
her loſings; which amounted to only a few livres ; 
this offer, after ſome faint denial, ſhe accepted 
with a modeſt bluſh, and becoming behaviour, 
and loaded him with many pretty eompliments for 
his civility, and the honour he did her in taking 
natice of her, &c. declaring that the Velſb had 
the greateſt good-nature and beſt qualities of any 
gentlemen in Britain. Our *ſquire little regarded 
his play, being much more attentive to the ſmiles 
and glances of his new conqueſt, as he flatter'd 
1121. | himſelf 
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himſelf ſhe would ſoon be; for he was ſo poſitive 
and ambitious, and ſo fond of his on perſon and 
intrigues, that he believed the fineſt woman on 
earth was not able to hold out, if he could be on- 
ly a few hours in her company. | 


THe night been agreeably ſpent, after compli- 
ments on both ſides, Parry took leave of his dear 
enamouretta and the company, but not before he 
had order'd his ſervant to call a chair to carry him 
to his lodgings. Early the next morning he ſent 
cards by his man to Monſ. Murphey, his ſpouſe, 
and pretty miſs Syukey, (for that was the daughter's 
name} to dine with him that day; and hop'd no 
excuſes they might make would deprive him of 
the pleaſure of their company, # 

Mons. MurPHEty, on receipt of this * 
immediately waited on the ſquire, and begg'd his 
mes that he could not attend him, according to 

is requeſt; for as he had order'd his cloaths to be 
ready the next day, it would be impoſſible to finiſh 
them, if he did not ſtick cloſe to buſineſs; for he 
was certain none of his ſervants could finiſh them 
in the genteel taſte he intended. This excuſe was 
very agreeable to Parry, wha dipatched his Taylor, 
on exacting a promiſe that he would dine with him 
the next day. Our *ſquire did not ſtir from home 
that day, which he ſpent in ruminating in what 
manner he ſhould complete his wiſhes, 


EaRLy in the morning Parry was diſturb'd by 
Murphey, attended. by two of his men, who came 
to fit on his new apparel, and that of his valet, 
which indeed was very gay, the. maſter's being fine 
white Spaniſb cloth, trimm'd with a rich and beau- 
tiful lace; and the man's a fine blue-grey, with 
very neat trimmings, more becoming the eB 
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of a perſon of quality than the menial attendant 
Ll of ſo great a villain; for, indeed this ſhining ap- 
parel was ſuch as neither maſter or man had ever 
worn before. | 7 


Tux Taylor brought him louis d'ors for his bank 
1 bill, and after being = his demand, Parry made 
1 a preſent of half a ſouis to Murphey's men; and 
| | privately ordered his ſervant to give them half a 


crown each, whichthe had ſlipt into his hand for 
that purpoſe. So free was this prodigal of what was 


$ not bis own property. 


Alt the morning was ſpent in dreſs, that he 
might appear with the greater ſplendour to capti- 
vate his new miſtreſs. A very elegant dinner was 
ordered, and the time fix'd was three in the after- 
noon ; the gueſts were there exactly at the hour, 
and paid the viſit to their new acquaintance in a 
genteel hir'd coach, attended by two footmen, 
which equipage is eaſily procured at Paris for a 
trifle, The table was ſpread with every thing the 
ſeaſon afforded, and the moſt coſtly wines ordered 
in to complete the banquet. And Parry was ſo 
profuſely 1 th, rt 5 he inſiſted they ſhould 
tarry ſupper, he being ſo very fond of the compa- 
ny of his dear charmer. Dinner being over, miſs 
propoſed to play at piguet with ſquire Lewis; and 
and as this isa game that only two can play at, the 
artful huſſy contriv'd it on purpoſe that ſhe and her 
admirer might be left alone; and indeed this art- 
ful ſcheme {ſucceeded to both their wiſhes: for old 
Murphey fill'd his pipe, and, with his ſpouſe, took 
a turn into the garden; for many of the grand inns 
in Paris, and many other- parts of France, have 
delightful walks. The reader may imagine the 
two lovers were not idle; but what paſs'd under the 
roſe is not very material. He declared that this in- 
| trigue, 


Ne 2 „ r 


127 1 
trigue, a preſent of a fine necklace to miſs, and 
the entertainment of the day, coſt him upwards of 
twenty louis's, which, in the Britiſb curreney, may 
be counted um. wr {wm was - op miſtaken 
in his lady: he thought to have made a pray 
of her 1 he ders a cloud inftead of a Juno, 
and' got nothing elſe to remember this expenſive 
adventure, but a diſtemper which he did not very 
eaſily get rid of. 


W ſhall now leave our ſquire at Paris, ſhining 
with all the affected pomp of a French petit-maitre, 
and fee what was doing in Exgland in regard to his 
eminence. Lady Rockingham, diſcovering that he 
had left her ſervice in ſo ſcandalous and villainous a 
manner, and cheated her tradeſmen, tock all the 

recautions poſſible to ſecure him, if he could be 
— in his majeſty's dominions; ſhe diſpatch'd 
meſſengers to all ſuſpected places, and advertiſed 
him in the London Gazette, Daily Auvertiſer, and 
other public papers, deſcribing his perion, the va- 
lue and numbers of the bank notes he had carried 
off, and offer'd a reward of five guineas for appre- 
hending him: but all this was to no purpoſe, for 
ſquire Lewis had pitch'd his tent in the land of 
fatety, as he thought; but he greatly deceiv'd him- 
ſelf: for her lady ſhip's agents ferretted him out of 
his lurking- holes in France, after he had ſkulk'd in 
Paris, and its neighbourhood ſeveral months, un- 
der the aboveſaid fictitious name of Leis; and 
the very day he was taken up, he was committed 
to a common priſon, and had for his companions 
thieves and murderers. | 


In was apprehended on a ſpecial order from the 


ar the court of Paris, his lordſhip having previous 
* notice 


Frencb king, at the inſtance of his excellency the 
earl of Albemarle, his Britannick majeſty's miniſter 


n_-— 


221 
notice from lady Rockingham of the crimes he had 
committed in England. The perſon that betray'd 
him was one of the journeymen employ'd by his 
Tri Taylor, who happen'd accidentally to read 
the advertiſement, which deſcrib'd him, at the 
Engliſh coffee-houſe in Paris. 


Herz Ladyſhip was determined if poſſible, to 
bring him over to England, and proſecute him for 
a breach of truſt ; but the French court refuſed to 
deliver him up, which Parry being acquainted with, 
he took no precaution to ſecure the bank notes he 
had ſtill left, which a mounted to 400. and upwards. 
In order to recover them, if it was practicable, ſhe 
ſent over a clerk belonging to Albert Neſbitt, Eſq ; 
a wealthy banker in Coleman ftreet, attended by ano- 
ther proper perſon, and they ſucceeded in the errand, 


Ow his arrival at Paris, the young gentleman, 
urſuant to the inſtructions he had receiv'd in Eng- 
nd, apply d to a proper magiſtrate, and made an 
affidavit of the identical perſon of Parry, and in 
what capacity he was employ'd by the Lady, and 
that the ſaid notes were her property. Hereupon 
the magiſtrate ſent a proper officer to the priſon 
where Parry was confined, , who had authority to 
ſearch him, and ſeize all the bank notes he found in 
his cuſtody, but had a ſtrict charge not to touch a 
farthing ot his caſh, Both priſoner and notes were 
brought before the magiſtrate, and Parry having 
nothing to ſay in his excuſe, the notes were delive- 
red to Mr.  Neſv#tt's' clerk, and Parry was reman- 
ded to priſon, and the next morning receiv'd a /etter 
de catchet, ordering his diſcharge on paying the pro- 
py fees, and commanding hitn-to leave the city of 

AR1S in 48 hqurs, and the Kingdom of France in 
ten days, on pain of being hang'd up immediately 

if he aiſobey's the order. But notwithſtanding this 
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ſtrict and abſolute injunction, he did not obey the 


king's command, but after he got his enlargement 
from priſon lay concealed for ſome time in the houſe 
of an iriſh barber; and at length got a conveyance 
by land to Marſeilles, where he embarked for Venice 
in /taly; having at this time near 3oo!. in caſh, his 
deſign was to ſettle in ſome part of ah, and never 
more to return to England, dreading the conſequence 
of his Lady's diſpleaſure, if providence ſhouid put 
it in her power to puniſh him. 


Tux way he propoſed to live in ah, particularly 
at Leghorn, was by gaming, in which he ſucceeded 
well at Pax Is, and might have ſupported himſelf 
by his luck, and ſaved his ready money, had his 
luxury, extravagance, and taſte for women, been re- 
ſtrained within any proper bounds; but this laſt vice 
was unlimited, an evil which has been very fatal to 
this unhappy man, but which I am ſorry to ſay he 
has never lamented, not even ſince his. condemna- 
on. 


WairsT he remained in Tay, he ſpent his time 
much in the ſame idle and ridiculous manner he had 


done in France, but not with the ſame ſucceſs, for 


here he loſt a pretty deal of his mony; and unhap- 
pily having an intrigue with a married women, by 
2 contrivance between them it is thought the huſ- 
band had not fair play for his life. It is certain he 
left that Country in a great hurry, and embarked on 
board an Engliſi ſhip bound for London, having a- 
greed with the captain for the cabin, and ten gui- 
neas for his paſſage, pretending that he was a Ken- 
tiſb gentleman, and would be landed at Wookwich. 


THERE happened nothing particular during the 
voyage, only that moſt part of the weather was very 


tempeſtuous, the Levant-winds blowing very ſtrong 
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at chat ſeaſon of the year, it being in the months of 
and March; but however Parry was in no 
danger, for he verifi'd the old ſaying, which is ber- 
ter underſtood than expreſs d. 


On Sunday the 22d of March laſt, he arriv'd 
fafe in the river Thames, and according to his deſire, 
he was put aſhore at Moolwich, in the forenoon of 
that day; after refreſhing himſelf, he walk'd on foot 
to Mr. Gibſon's, at the Vine at Vaux-hall; intending 
to tarry there *till he had provided himſelf with a 
lodging more ſecret, and for his purpoſe z 
for he was fully determined to take the road, and 
ſo made his choice of a ſhort life and a merry one, 

his finances being almoſt exhauſted, 


As we have hitherto been very cautious of ad- 
vancing any circumſtance relating to this criminal 
but what is really matter of fact, ſo we will not 
venture to ſay, that he committed any public rob- 
beries before he went to France, yet it is confidently 
affirmed by many that he no- and- then borrowed 
2 purſe on the road to furniſh him with a little rea- 

caſh. Here follow the robberies he committed 
ill che Saturday night he was apprehended. 


The Manday after his arrival at Yaux-Hall he did 
nothing.  ——His firſt Robbery was on miſs 
Murrell; he attack'd her chariot on Tueſday Night 
March the 25th between nine and ten o Clock, juſt 
by lord Chefterfield's wall, and ordering the coach- 
man to ſtop, he preſented his pn to the lady, and 
bid her not be ſurpriſed, for he muſt have her mo- 
ney, watch, and jewels, or ſhe ſhould inſtantly die; 
he took from this lady, , her purſe, in which was 
ſeven guineas, her gold watch, a diamond ting, and 
ſome other things; and then ordered the coaehman 
to drive on, and the lady got fafe to her houſe in 
N 2 Colden- 
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Golden-ſquare without any other harm than being 
affrighted. This robbery he committed on a brown 
mare, the property of a perſon who little imagined 
for what purpoſe he borrowed her. 


Taz two followings nights, he committed five 
robberies : The firſt was on Ambroſe Dawſon Eſq; 
doctor of phyſic. The doctor was in his chariot, 
and paſſing through Berkeley-ſtreet, near Berkeley- 
ſquare, he ſtopp'd him, and took his gold watch, 
money, c. and the ſame night he pledg'd the watch 
at Mr. Scriven's a pawnbroker in Swallow-ſtreet, for 
nine guineas, 


Tu ſame night he robb'd Alexander Neſbett, Eſq; 
(brother to Mr, Neſbett, the banker) of his watch, 
money, Sc. The watch he immediately pledg'd 
with a pawnbroker facing the frve-bells tavern in 
Wych-ſftreet near Drury-lane, telling the man his name 
was Fee 7. Toh : 


He afterwards attack'd Miſs Wentworth, in her 
coach between South Audley-fireet, and Henriette- 
fireet, Cavendifh-/quare, as ſhe was going home in 
her coach with her brother ; he robb'd this lady of 
her gold watch, money, Sc. and then rode off to 
Mr. Gunſton's, a pawnbroker in Germaine-/treet, St. 
Fames's, Where he pledg'd the watch for nine gui- 
neas in the name of Thompſon. 


Hx afterwards went into Hill-ſreet, Berkely-fquare, 
where he ſtopp'd capt. Proby, who was in a coach 
with his brother lord Carryfort, and robb'd this gen- 
tleman of his watch, ſix guineas and other things. 
And the ſame night he committed another robbery 
and when he had ended his collection for that eve- 
ning he rode out by hyde-park-corner, and went to 
the Queen- arms at Fulham, where he ſupp'd and wy 
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that night, Wherever he went, he was very cau- 


tious to avoid all company, (except the ladies) leſt 
he ſhould be known and betray'd. 


Ox the Thurſday morning he croſs'd Fulbam- 
bridge, and came to the Vine at YVaux-hall, and in 
the evening went in ſearch of new adventures. The 
firſt attack he made was on a lady in Groſvenor- 
ſquare, whom he robb'd of all the money ſhe had a- 
bout her. There were three other ladies in the coach, 
but he took nothing from them, becaufe he ſaw 
ſome people approaching, who he thought might 
{urprize him. | 


He did nothing more that night, but rode to 
Dauke-ſtreet, St. James's, and ſtopping at the Unicorn, 
he ſent a chairman with his horle to Yaux-hall, and 
gave the man half a crown for his trouble, He at- 
terwards went to favourite Nymen of his, and 
preſs'd her and another female companion to take 
a ſupper with him at the Bedford tavern in Covent- 
garden, which invitation being e he orde- 
red a genteel ſupper; and, to complete his happi- 
neſs, afterwards went and took a night-repoſe with 
one of the Ny men's at Shelton's bagnio in Leiceſter- 


 fie/ds, where he ſtaid breakfaſt; and next morning 


afterwards went to Mr. Freeman's the corner of 
Lancaſter-court in the Strand, where he bought a 
pair of piſtols; and from thence to the bolt-and tun 
inn, Fleet-ftreet, where he purchaſed a dainty mare 
for 12 guineas that had been advertiſed to be ſold, 
being determined to equip himſelf for his new pro- 
feſſion in a very handſome manner. He did no rob- 
bery on the Friday, but went to Vaux- hall and ſpent 


the day there, 


ON Saturday morning he took a ride to Putney to 
try his mare, and tarried at the V bile- lion till ſeven 
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at night, and came into town thro? tyburn- turnpike, 
reſolving to borrow a purſe or two, but he was un- 
luckily miſtaken, for inſtead of a prize he caught a 
tartar, as will preſently appear. 


*Bes1DEs theſe robberies, he had perpetrated ſe- 
veral others, which had ſo alarmed the quality and- 
gentry, that they were afraid to ſtir out. Conſtables, 
headboroughs, and other Aſſiſtants, were ordered. 
to patrole about the great ſquares and ſtreets which 
this robber infeſted ; but, inſtead of doing their bu- 
ſineſs in a ſecret manner, they blow'd a horn, ( or 
more properly alarm'd all paſſengers ) ſo that all 
their attempts to ſeize Parry were ineffectual. 


On the Saturday night that he was apprehended, 
four reſolute men went in ſearchof him, and plan- 
ted themſelves about Grofvenor-/quare, and its neigh- 
bourhood. Two of them ſaw a man on horlſe- 
back come down Bird-ſtreet, who walk'd the horſe 
gently to Brook-ſtrect, and as Parry came oppolite 
lord Rothes's door Mr. Norton, one of the four, 
catch'd hold of the horſe's bridle; Mr. Peell was 
with him, and Parry demanded what they wanted ? 
They told him that a great many robberies had been 
committed thereabouts by a man on horſeback, and 
they muſt have an account of him. He reply'd that 
he was a gentleman come from Oxford, and liv'd 
in Bloomſbury-/quare: But, as they found he was pre- 
paring to defend himſelf, they ſecured his hands, 
notwithſtanding which he found means to ſtab Mr. 
Peell in the hand. By this time Mr. Hind came up, 
and they all endeavour'd to diſmount him, butcould 
not, *till a bitch, belonging to Mr. Norton, ſeiz d 
the mare by the throat, and brought her to the 
ground. This valuable bitch, who has much more 
lagacity than the famous French dog that was 
thewn in London, can ſcent out a rogue, and has 
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Send feet robberies. He was that night, and 
odg d for ſecurity in Tothillfields-bride- 
Wat 5 His me ro con- 
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he Was 5 At 15 Old baily, and capirally convic- 
tod for robbing Dr. Dawſon: There were three o. 
cher indictments againſt him, bur the court thought 
- 4 — to try him on any of: them, as he made 
no defente a firſt, He appeared at the bat in 
a; ſdit of black made on purpoſe for the ſolemn oc- 
caſſon, and was greatly lamented b the ladies, with. 
which the court was crowded: He is now confin- 
ef in one of the cells of Newgate, where he has ma- 
7. viſitarits ; and we wiſh we could fay that he be- 


ves with that decency and i as decomes 
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"Taps we have given as good an account of Parry 
as was poſſible to procure from the moſt authentic 
vouchers ; for as to himſelf he will ſay nothing; but, 
1 of Paul Lorain's children, continues hardy” 

ob 1 deins reſolved, as de terms it, 0 
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